MENLO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Minutes
January 10, 2019

	ITEM
	ACTIONS

	Board Members present
	Zach Yentzer-President, Wendy Sterner-Vice President, Raul Ramirez-Vice President, Isabel Doe-Treasurer, Liza M. Grant-Secretary, Steve Brown-Parliamentarian, and Matt Perry-Historian

	Introductions
	Board members were introduced to the attendees. Attendees and special guests introduced themselves to the group. 

	December Minutes
	Gene motioned to accept the minutes. Pat seconded the motion to accept the minutes. December minutes were accepted without objection.

	Tucson Parks and Recreation, Menlo Park Clean and Beautiful--Manny Mendez
	Proposition 407 will provide Menlo Park with $1,577,970 of upgrades that will be completed in 3 phases from 2020 to 2028. The projects are as follows:

The stairs and slide of the pool will be replaced. The deck and the filtration system will be renovated. A splash pad will be installed. The facility will be painted.

There will be a walking path constructed around the park. Decomposed granite is the material of choice since it doesn’t present health risks that rubberized paths do. It will be graded, tamped, and sealed with “gorilla snot”. The path will include shade structures, tables, and exercise stations.

A new irrigation system will be installed.

The basketball court will be resurfaced.

Lighting will be upgraded to LED.

The soccer field will be replaced with a “floating pad” once 8-10 feet of soil are removed since the prior landfill area settles faster than it can be leveled. This will include soil studies and compaction test.

Raul raised the  issue of the use of the $10,000 from the cell tower in the park. It may be possible that the MPNA forego the money for the park specifically and use the money to fund the neighborhood plan. Steve Arnquist will advocate for such use of the cell tower revenue. 

Steve Arnquist informed MPNA that the El Rio Golf Course was once proposed to become part of the City’s park department and developed into a family golf park instead of an independent enterprise.

 

	Menlo Park Clean and Beautiful Committee Report--Gene Einfrank and Andrew Stocker
	There is a brown patch in the North West corner of Menlo Park that has been neglected and vandalized. The City will partner with the neighborhood to clean up the area by providing pick up of the debris and graffiti abatement (per Steve Arnquist and Manny Mendez). It is possible that the clean up coincides with the Brush and Bulky in March (7th).A suggestion that this portion of the park could be turned into a dog park as well. Additional discussion ensued about other City services becoming involved in the clean up such as Transportation for the easement areas of the park.

Clean and Beautiful sub-committee has developed the following goals:

1. Clean up of the Northwest corner of the park.
2. Develop a volunteer crew that could focus on a particular area to pick up trash on a particular street; one street at a time.
3. Identify elderly and disabled neighbors who may need assistance with yard upkeep before the Brush and Bulky pick up.
4. Choose one street per year to plant trees in the easements in front of homes of those that can agree to assist in the establishment of young trees (including the watering for 1 year). Subcommittee members would identify sites for the plantings.
5. Ongoing buffel grass removal. It is particularly difficult to keep ahead of the growth during monsoon season and on A Mountain. Steve Arnquist informed  MPNA that there are some studies underway to determine if goats can effectively assist in the effort.

Steve also indicated that the City will remove graffiti where ever it is. It was reported that with enough notice to DOC that there may be able to be a couple of crews to help with overall neighborhood clean up. Raul made a suggestion that perhaps DOC crews could also help eradicate buffel grass.

	Menlo Park 2019 “ Nuts and Bolts” Review and Input--Zach Yentzer
	This document provides an outlook towards how the MPNA goals can be achieved and in the development of a neighborhood plan.

Raul asked that details of the proposed 1.1 million dollar improvements to Barrio Sin Nombre be included and that those be implemented before Regina Romero leaves office. 

Wendy felt that public art (and the maintenance of history and aesthetics) be included.

 Additionally, there was a question of how better the utilization of “The Linda House” for Nuts and Bolts committee meetings and MPNA functions could occur. Zach agreed to look into it. He encouraged committee participation and indicated that of the 10 committees 6 are issue focused and 4 were neighborhood “maintenance” focused.

Steve Arnquist suggested that this document be shared with all agencies that may have an impact on Menlo Park’s future, ahead of the development of an official and formal neighborhood plan.

	 Call to the audience
	Pat reminded the neighborhood that the road up Tumamoc was to be repaved January 22 through February 4. She passed out pamphlets for Crowd Source funding to upgrade the paving and possibly establish a visitor center.

Raul reported on the progress of Rio Nuevo’s consideration of the neighborhood’s desire to have the A Mountain landfill remain as Open Space. The Rio Nuevo landfill committee voted to recommend to the entire Rio Nuevo Board that the Pima County Flood Control department be permitted to temporarily store the dredged material from the Santa Cruz River on a portion of the landfill site. The Rio Nuevo Board will continue to work with stakeholders on the development of a viable plan for the site. The firm GeoTech which is a “brown field” expert will write a federal grant for ½ a million dollars to assist with the disposition of the landfill area. The grant has to be submitted by the end of this month. A meeting will be held before this so that the neighborhood can have input.

Sammy Hamed announced that he will run for the Ward 1 City of Tucson Council seat which will be vacated by Regina Romero with her candidacy for the Mayor’s position.

Jim motioned to adjourn the meeting. Gene seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was accepted by the association.

	 Next Meeting 
	 February 14, 2019
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